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Abstract : The basic principles of natural justice and fair play were followed by the kings and 

officers in the name of dharma, which was a word with a scope wider than “rule of law” or “due 

process of law”. This shows that administrative law was in existence in India even in ancient 

times. Under the Mauryas and Guptas there was a well organised and 

centralised administration in India. Though there was no 

administrative law in existence in the sense in which it exists today. 

Therefore, the evolution of administrative law in India can be divided 

into 3 phases: 

 1850-1900 

 1900-1947 

 1947-onwards 

1. 1850-1900 

With the establishment of East India Company and the British Rule in India the power of 

government increased. Many Acts, statutes, legislations were passed by British Government to 

regulate labour relations, safety, health, morality and transport. The practice of granting 

administrative licence began with the State Carriage Act, 1861. The first public corporation was 

established under the Bombay Port Trust Act, 1879. Delegated legislation was accepted by the 

Northern India Canal and Drainage Act, 1873 and the Opium Act, 1878. Proper and effective 

steps were taken to regulate the trade and traffic in explosives by the Indian Explosives Act, 

1884. Many statutes and provisions were made regarding holding of permits and licences and for 

the settlement of disputes by the administrative authorities and tribunals. 

II.      1900-1947 

In the 20th century, social and economic policies of the government had significant impact on 

private rights of citizens. Government looked upon the subjects such as housing, employment, 

planning, education, health, service, pension, manufacture of goods, etc. Traditional legislative 


